LABORATORY PROTOCOL

In order to maintain the laboratories themselves plus the equipment and supplies in the best possible condition, the following protocol must be adhered to while utilizing the labs:

1. NO EATING (OR CHEWING GUM) AT ANY TIME.

2. NO DRINKING AT ANY TIME.

3. NO BARE-FEET AT ANY TIME.  CLOSED TOE SHOES REQUIRED WHEN DISSECTING.

The above items are MANDATORY.  We use chemicals such as FORMALIN and PHENOL for preserving specimens, which present certain dangers.  Ingestion of these chemicals may be harmful, if not fatal.  Additionally, the use of “sharps” such as scalpel blades must be disposed of in the appropriate red sharps containers.  Failure to follow these rules or leaving the lab in disorder may result in a loss of points in lab.

4. The VENTILATION SYSTEM shall be in use during all dissections.  The steel grates should be in place with the solid inserts stored in the back cabinet.  Make sure that your dissection tray is over the grates, in order to allow for proper ventilation.

5. Students must leave the lab in the cleanest, neatest condition possible.  Following these few steps will help attain this goal.

A. WASH AND DRY work areas including tabletops, steel grates, dissection trays, tools and sink areas.  Tabletop cleaner is provided in spray bottles on the side counters.  Floors are also to be kept CLEAN AND DRY to prevent any hazards to students and staff.  If you spill anything, please make sure you wipe it up immediately.  

B. CATS are preserved in a FORMALDEHYDE solution.  This chemical is toxic by inhalation and skin absorption and is an irritant to skin, eyes and mucous membranes.  Students should take care when working with this as well as other chemicals. Fresh air breaks should be taken regularly when dissecting.

C. CATS should be sprayed with “WETTING SOLUTION” ONLY.  DO NOT use water.  This can cause the specimen to “spoil” at a faster rate.  Wetting solution is provided in spray bottles at the side counters.  Cats must be bagged and sealed at the end of each lab and placed in assigned lockers.

D. WETTING SOLUTION contains PHENOL, which is a poison by ingestion, is toxic through skin 
absorption and is an irritant to skin and eyes.  

6.) CADAVERS are procured from the Anatomical Preparation Laboratory at the University of Irvine through a Willed-Body program.  
The cadavers should be treated with respect at all times.  The donor’s identity will remain anonymous for obvious and ethical reasons.


7.) The ZEISS MICROSOPES are stored in the cabinets in Rooms 143 ad 145.  The microscopes are to be treated with a great deal of care.  They are both fragile and expensive to replace.  Following each use of the microscope:

A. The microscope objective lenses should be cleaned of all immersion oil with “lens cleaner”.

B. The low power objective lens should swung into viewing position and the power cord should be folded LOOSELY and secured with a rubber band.  PLEASE DO NOT WIND THE CORD TIGHTLY AROUND THE ARM OF THE SCOPE.  

C. The plastic cover placed over the scope and the scope returned to its cabinet.

D. Any glass histology slides shall be replaced in the proper slide tray, all of which are clearly labeled to avoid any mix-ups (READING OF THE LABELS IS REQUIRED, HOWEVER).  The slides are contained in individually numbered slide boxes, which must be checked out from your instructor or instructional associate.

8.) Use of BONE BOXES AND LOOSE BONES: All bones and their respective contents have been 
COLOR-CODED.  All bones must be returned to their proper COLOR-MATCHED case at the end of EACH LAB PERIOD.  In order to avoid marring or damaging, structures on the bones shall be indicated using a pipe cleaner.  NEVER point with a pen or pencil, etc.  Many of the bones are extremely fragile, especially the skulls and full skeletons.  DO NOT bend, fold, spindle or drop them.

9.) DISSECTION TOOLS: Anatomy students will purchase their own dissection kits.  Suggestions on 
the best place to purchase kits will be discussed by the instructor at a later date.  

10.) KEYS AND KEY SYSTEM: A key cabinet containing keys to the drawers and cat lockers in the lab and is located beside the stockroom entrance.  Students will be assigned drawers by their instructor in which to store their lab equipment such as dissection kits, gloves, etc.  Students are asked NOT to overstuff their drawers.  Overstuffing may cause the drawer to become jammed, resulting in a lengthy (meaning weeks) procedure by maintenance to free the drawer and your equipment. The key cabinet shall be locked when not in use, and is only to be opened by the instructor or instructional associate. 

